
*alawaldaz ~ alawaldô Runic: ᚨᛚᚨᚹᚨᛚᛞᚨᛉ ~ ᚨᛚᚨᚹᚨᛚᛞᛟ

Pronunciation: /ˌɑ.lɑ.ˈwɑl.dɑz / ˌɑ.lɑ.ˈwɑl.dɔːː/
noun · masculine · a-stem

Meanings

1. ruler of all; sovereign, supreme ruler
2. the Almighty, as an epithet of God or Christ

Etymology

From *ala- + the verbal stem *wald- of *waldaną, with two synonymous masculine formations:
strong a-stem *alawaldaz and weak an-stem *alawaldô, literally ‘one who rules all’ (Carr 1939: 57;
Lehmann 1986b: 29; Orel 2003: 13). Old Norse continued the weak stem variant, while West
Germanic continued the a-stem variant. According to Carr, there is some doubt as to whether it was
a Proto-Germanic word or independently created in the daughter languages. Its use preceded
Christianity in Old Norse, with the strong a-stem being a possible original PGmc form. Its religious
use in both Old Norse and West Germanic was likely a calque of Latin omnipotens (Carr 1939: 57).
Closely related is the Gothic term 𐌰𐌻𐌻𐍅𐌰𐌻𐌳𐌰𐌽𐌳𐍃 (allwaldands), based on a substantivized participle
of a Gothic reflex of PGmc *waldaną. Lehmann assumes the word is a calque of Ancient Greek
πᾰντοκρᾰ́τωρ (păntokrắtōr) (Lehmann 1986b: 29).

Declension

The declension shows this noun as both an a-stem and an-stem.
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Declension

Case Singular Plural

Nom. alawaldaz; alawaldô alawaldōz, alawaldōs; alawaldaniz

Acc. alawaldą; alawaldanų alawaldanz; alawaldanunz

Gen. alawaldas, alawaldis; alawaldiniz alawaldǫ̂ ; alawaldanǫ̂

Dat. alawaldai; alawaldini alawaldamaz; alawaldammaz

Inst. alawaldō; alawaldinē alawaldamiz; alawaldammiz

Voc. alawald; alawaldô alawaldōz, alawaldōs; alawaldaniz

Descendants

*alawaldō (Proto-West Germanic)

ealwealda, eallwealda (Old English)

alawaldo (Old Saxon)

*alawaldō (Proto-West Germanic)

*alawalto (Old High German)

alawalte (Middle High German)

alvaldr (Old Norse)

alvaldur (Faroese)

alvaldur (Icelandic)

View on Wiktionary

Related Words

Words mentioned in this entry

*ala- prefix *waldaną verb

Entries that mention this word

*Ansuwaldaz proper noun
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