
*austrōmēnōþs Runic: ᚨᚢᛊᛏᚱᛟᛗᛖᚾᛟᚦᛊ

Pronunciation: /ˈɑu̯ s.trɔː.ˌmɛː.nɔːθs/
noun · masculine · consonant stem

Meanings

Easter month; the month corresponding approximately to April in the early Germanic
calendar

Etymology

From *Austrǭ + *mēnōþs. The compound is directly reflected in Old English Ēosturmōnaþ/
Ēastermōnaþ and Old High German ōstarmānōd; Bede explicitly equates Old English Eosturmonath
with April and states that it had formerly been named after the goddess Ēostre, whose festival was
celebrated in that month (Bede 1999: 54). Old English lexicographical evidence likewise identifies
eastermōnaþ as Latin Aprīlis mensis. The Easter name itself is a specifically West Germanic
formation: Lehmann (1986a: 271) notes Old English easter, eastron beside Old High German astra,
ast(a)run and Bede’s association with Ēostre. The historicity and nature of Ēostre remain disputed,
and recent scholarship cautions against assuming a demonstrably pan-Germanic goddess (Sermon
2022: 141).
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Declension

Case Singular Plural

Nom. austrōmēnōþs austrōmēnōþiz

Acc. austrōmēnōþų austrōmēnōþunz

Gen. austrōmēnōþiz austrōmēnōþǫ̂

Dat. austrōmēnōþi austrōmēnōþumaz

Inst. austrōmēnōþē austrōmēnōþumiz

Voc. austrōmēnōþ austrōmēnōþiz

Descendants

Austrāmānōþ (Proto-West Germanic)

ōstermānōth (Old Dutch)

Austrāmānōþ (Proto-West Germanic)

eastermōnaþ (Old English)

Austrāmānōþ (Proto-West Germanic)

ōstarmānōd (Old High German)

Ostermonat (German)
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*Austrǭ proper noun *mēnōþs noun
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