
*-ukaz Runic: ᚢᚲᚨᛉ Pronunciation: /u.kɑz/

suffix · forms nouns · masculine · a-stem

Function

forms masculine diminutive, hypocoristic, or affective nouns, especially names of
animals, plants, young creatures, and small or familiar concrete objects

Etymology

Uncertain. It likely continues either pre-Germanic *-ug-o-s or a degeminated velar *-k- < *-kk-
formation (either via Kluge’s Law or “expressive gemination”). Parallel formations include *-akaz
and *-ikaz. Kluge (1899: 30–33) notes the diminutive, animal name, and personal name formations
with *-k-, while Krahe and Meid (1969: 211–16) group these with general *-k- suffixes, noting that
they are especially common in animal names, plant names, concrete nouns, feminine formations,
diminutives, pet names, and other emotionally colored formations, above all in the Low German–
Dutch and Anglo-Frisian areas, though also elsewhere in Germanic. They argue that Proto-
Germanic *-k-can have two historical sources: some instances may be from inherited Proto-Indo-
European *-g-, while others may reflect unshifted substrate *-k-, especially in North Sea Germanic
words with opaque etymology and suspicious initial *p- (which is rare in PIE). Olsen (1999: 584–
88) compares Classical Armenian -ուկ (-owk/-uk), which may be Iranian or inherited, and notes
that if Armenian and Germanic are connected, both appear to reflect a voiced stop counterpart to
the more common voiceless *-k- of comparable Indo-European diminutives; she suggests either
generalization from thematicized consonant-stem variants or "expressive gemination" *-kk- as
possible explanations. Functional, but not necessarily regular phonological, comparanda include
Sanskrit -क (-ka-) and Ancient Greek diminutive formations in -ισκος (-iskos).
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Paradigm

Case Singular Plural

Nom. -ukaz -ukōz, -ukōs

Acc. -uką -ukanz

Gen. -ukas, -ukis -ukǫ̂

Dat. -ukai -ukamaz

Inst. -ukō -ukamiz

Voc. -uk -ukōz, -ukōs

Descendants

*-uk, *-ik, *-ak (Proto-West Germanic)

-ok, -k (Old Dutch)

-oc, -c (Middle Dutch)

-k (Dutch)

*-uk (Proto-West Germanic)

-oc, -uc, -ic, -ec, -ac (Old English)

-ok, -oc, -ock, -oq, -og, -uc, -uk, -uck, -ek, -ak, -ke, -k (Middle English)

-ock, -ick, -ik (English)

-ock, -ockie (Scots)

*-uk (Proto-West Germanic)

-uh, -ih, -ah (Old High German)

-ech, -ch (Middle High German)

-ich (German)

*-uk (Proto-West Germanic)

*-uk, *-ik, -ak (Old Saxon)

-ek, -k (Middle Low German)

-k (Low German)

-kr (Old Norse)

-kur (Faroese)

-kur (Icelandic)

-k (Norwegian)
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-kr (Old Norse)

-k (Old Danish)

-ike, -k (Danish)

-kr (Old Norse)

-ker (Old Swedish)

-k (Swedish)

*-𐌿𐌺𐍃 (*-uks) (Gothic)
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*-ukô suffix
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