b Wurdahuzda

*WI'itanQ Runic: PRITH{  Pronunciation: /'wri:.ta.né/

verb - Strong class 1

Meanings

1. to scratch, carve
2. to engrave, inscribe, write

Etymology

Of unclear origin.

Kroonen derives the root from a Proto-Indo-European *wreyd-, with no known cognates outside of
Germanic. The only one who has since attempted to find cognates in this vein is Matasovi¢, who
links this root to Latin rideo (‘to laugh’).

Pokorny and Lehmann suggest that the root is a d-extension of a Proto-Indo-European *wer- (‘to
cut, scratch’), for which see Old Armenian ghn (gir, ‘letter; writing’) for more possible cognates.
Latin rima (‘cleft, crack’) may also continue this same root. However, as with the unrelated
*wlitang (q.v.), the extension may have been with a different dental consonant than *d in the case
of back-influence from iterative *writtona.

Compare typologically Latin scribo, Ancient Greek okdpiwpog (skdriphos) (skariphos) < Proto-Indo-
European *(s)kreyb™; Ancient Greek yp&@w (grdphd) (graphd) < Proto-Indo-European *gerb"-;
Russian HauepTdHue (nacertanije), ueptits (Certit’) < < Proto-Indo-European *(s)ker-.
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Conjugation

Present active
Person
1st singular
2nd singular
3rd singular
1st dual
2nd dual
1st plural
2nd plural

3rd plural

Present passive
Person
1st singular
2nd singular
3rd singular
1st dual
2nd dual
1st plural
2nd plural

3rd plural

Indicative Subjunctive
wITto writay
wrttizi writaiz
writidi writai
wrTtoz wrTtaiw
wrTtadiz wrtaidiz
writamaz wrTtaim
writid writaid
wrTtandi wrTtain

Indicative

writai

writazai

writadai

writandai

writandai

writandai

Imperative

wrTt

wrTtadau

wrTtadiz

wrTtid

wrTtandau

Subjunctive

wrTtaizau

wrTtaidau

wrTtaindau
wrltaindau

wrTtaindau

Copyright © 2026 Scott Shay / Wurdahuzda 2/5



Past

Person Indicative
1st singular wrait

2nd singular wraist

3rd singular wrait

1st dual writd

2nd dual writudiz
1st plural writum
2nd plural writud

3rd plural writun

Non-finite Forms

Infinitive Present Participle
writang writandz
Descendants

*writan (Proto-West Germanic)
*writan (Old Dutch)
writen (Middle Dutch)
wrijten (Dutch)

*writan (Proto-West Germanic)
writan (Old English)
writen (Middle English)
write (English)
writ, wryte, wret (Scots)
*writan (Proto-West Germanic)
writa (Old Frisian)
riete (Saterland Frisian)

write (West Frisian)

Subjunctive
writ]

writiz

writl

writtw
writtdiz
writim

writid

writtn

Past Participle

writanaz
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*writan (Proto-West Germanic)
rizan, PR} | T (wrait), PR M1T (wraet) (Old High German)
rizen (Middle High German)

raissen (Luxembourgish)

*writan (Proto-West Germanic)
rizan, PR | T (wrait), PRIT (wraet) (Old High German)
rizen (Middle High German)
reiflen (German)

ridse (Danish)

*writan (Proto-West Germanic)
rizan, PR | T (wrait), PR M1T (wraet) (Old High German)
rizen (Middle High German)
rysowac (Polish)
peicaBans (rysavac’) (Belarusian)
puCOBATH (risovat’) (Russian)
pucyBaTu (rysuvaty) (Ukrainian)
*writan (Proto-West Germanic)
writan (Old Saxon)

riten (Middle Low German)

rieten (Low German)

PRM T} (wraita) (Proto-Norse)
rita, rita (Old Norse)
rita (Faroese)
rita (Icelandic)
rita (Norwegian)
PRM TV (wraita) (Proto-Norse)
rita, rita (Old Norse)
ritae (Old Danish)
rite (Danish)
PRM T} (wraita) (Proto-Norse)
rita, rita (Old Norse)
rita (Old Swedish)
rita (Swedish)

PMRX|T (warait) (Proto-Norse)
rita, rita (Old Norse)

rita (Faroese)
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rita (Icelandic)
rita (Norwegian)
PMRX|T (warait) (Proto-Norse)
rita, rita (Old Norse)
rita (Old Danish)
rite (Danish)
PMRXIT (warait) (Proto-Norse)
rita, rita (Old Norse)
rita (Old Swedish)
rita (Swedish)

PMRITN (waritu) (Proto-Norse)
rita, rita (Old Norse)
rita (Faroese)
rita (Icelandic)
rita (Norwegian)
PMRITN (waritu) (Proto-Norse)
rita, rita (Old Norse)
ritae (Old Danish)
rite (Danish)
PMRITN (waritu) (Proto-Norse)
rita, rita (Old Norse)
rita (Old Swedish)
rita (Swedish)

View on Wiktionary
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