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suffix - forms nouns - masculine - an-stem

Function

like English “-er”; forms masculine agent and personal nouns, often from the zero-
grade of the base, with the sense ‘one who does, is characterized by, or is associated
with X’

Etymology

From the nominative singular of the Proto-Indo-European individualizing n-stem suffix *-o(n),
with oblique forms with ablauting *-on-, *-en-, and zero-grade *-n-. Originally the suffix formed
nouns denoting an individual characterized by the base, especially from adjectives and participles.
Secondarily it formed nouns from other nouns with the sense ‘one belonging to, associated with X’
(Pronk 2015: 327-28). This became a masculine an-stem suffix in PGmec that had *-6 in the
nominative singular, and oblique forms of *—an- and *-in— (Fulk 2018: 168-71). Most PGmc
masculine n-stems continue PIE amphikinetic n-stems, in which ablaut and accent alternated
between root, suffix, and ending (Kroonen 2011a: 28-29). The root ablaut was mostly lost in the
daughter Germanic languages, but there are still some remnants left in the form of fossilized
doublets or split-off forms; for example the -0- in Modern English "corn" and the -e- in Modern
German Kern. The suffixal ablaut is still observable within the PGmc declension itself, specifically in
the alternation *-6 ~ *-an- ~ *-in-. When the zero-grade *-n- occurred immediately after a root-
final obstruent, Kluge's Law may have resulted in consonant gradation, which has made it more
difficult to see the original paradigm (Kroonen 2011a: 78-80, 174). The PGmc n-stem is cognate
with other IE individualizing n-stems, including Ancient Greek -wv ~ wvog (-on ~ -onos), Latin -0
~ -onis, and Sanskrit -379 (-an-)with nom. sg. -3T (-a@), gen. sg. -7: (-nah).
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Paradigm

Case Singular

Nom. -0

Acc. -any

Gen. -iniz

Dat. -ini

Inst. -iné

Voc. -0
Descendants

*-0 (Proto-West Germanic)
-0 (Old Dutch)
-e (Middle Dutch)

*.0 (Proto-West Germanic)
-a (Old English)
-e (Middle English)
-e (English)
*-0 (Proto-West Germanic)
-a (Old Frisian)

*-0 (Proto-West Germanic)
-0 (Old High German)
-e (Middle High German)

-e (German)

*-0 (Proto-West Germanic)
-0 (Old Saxon)
-e (Middle Low German)

-e (Low German)
-i (Old Norse)
-i (Icelandic)
-e (Old Swedish)

Plural

-aniz

-anunz

-ang

-ammaz

-ammiz

-aniz
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-p (-a) (Gothic)

View on Wiktionary
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Entries that mention this word

*.Q suffix  *-ukd suffix ~ *aigd noun
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https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Reconstruction:Proto-Germanic/-%C3%B4
https://protogermanic.org/pgmc_%C7%AD
https://protogermanic.org/pgmc_uk%C3%B4
https://protogermanic.org/pgmc_aig%C3%B4

