b Wurdahuzda

s
”n
-

Q Runic: &  Pronunciation: /5:/

suffix - forms nouns - feminine - on-stem

Function

like modern English “-ess”; forms feminine agent and personal nouns, often

corresponding to masculine *-6 or *-jo

Etymology

From Early Germanic *-6n-, the feminine counterpart to the masculine an-stem
agentive/individualizing suffix *-6. The suffix reflects a Proto-Germanic convergence of Proto-
Indo-European *-0(n)- with feminine éh,-stems. The feminine on-stems are generally regarded as
largely innovative in PGmc (Kroonen 2011a: 36-38; Fulk 2018: 171-72). Ringe (2017: 307) notes
that the PGmc nominative singular of the innovative feminine n-stems cannot be securely
recovered, and that Northwest Germanic *-¢ may itself be analogical from the oblique *-6n- stem.

Paradigm

Case Singular Plural
Nom. -0 -0niz
Acc. -ony -0nunz
Gen. -0niz -0n0
Dat. -oni -Omaz
Inst. -0né -0miz
Voc. -Q -0niz
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https://protogermanic.org/pgmc_%C3%B4
https://protogermanic.org/pgmc_%C7%AD

Descendants

*-a (Proto-West Germanic)
-a (Old Dutch)
-e (Middle Dutch)
-e (Dutch)

*-a (Proto-West Germanic)
-e (Old English)
-e (Middle English)
*-a (Proto-West Germanic)
-e (Old Frisian)
-e (West Frisian)
*-a (Proto-West Germanic)
-a (Old High German)

-e (Middle High German)
-e (German)

*-a (Proto-West Germanic)

-a (Old Saxon)

-e (Middle Low German)

-a (Old Norse)
-a (Faroese)
-a (Icelandic)

-a (Norwegian Nynorsk)

-a (Old Norse)
-e (Danish)

-e (Norwegian Bokmal)

-a (Old Norse)
-a (Old Swedish)
-a (Swedish)

-Q (-0) (Gothic)
*-i1 (Vandalic)
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https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Reconstruction:Proto-Germanic/-%C7%AD

Related Words

Words mentioned in this entry

o8 Al . O A2 .
*-0 suffix *-0 suffix

Entries that mention this word

*-ilQ suffix ~ *aigQ noun
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